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Public Trust 
Doctrine



HISTORY 
of 
Wildlife Diversity Funding

1930s-1960s

Pittman-
Robertson, 
Dingell-
Johnson Acts

1970s

ESA’s, 
Nongame 
Tax Check-
offs,  
Expanded 
Excise Tax 
Concept

1980s

Fish & 
Wildlife 
Conservation 
Act

1990s

Wildlife 
Diversity 
Conservation 
Initiative, 
TWW 
Coalition

2000s

CARA.  
STWG, 
SWAPs, 
TWW Act

2010s

Blue Ribbon 
Panel on 
Sustaining 
America’s 
Diverse Fish 
& Wildlife

2020s

Recovering 
America’s 
Wildlife Act



Education

3 PILLARS OF WILDLIFE DIVERSITY 
FUNDING

RecreationConservation



Funding  STATE 
WILDLIFE 

ACTION PLANS
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Just the 
beginning…

Gilt Darter

Golden-winged warbler



SWAP 8 REQUIRED 
ELEMENTS

1. Species of Greatest Conservation Need 
2. Key habitats tied to SGCN
3. Problems that adversely affect SGCN & 

habitats & research and survey needs
4. Conservation actions needed to conserve 

SGCN and their habitats
5. Monitoring of SGCN and habitats and 

effectiveness of conservation actions
6. Review plans ≤ 10 years
7. Coordination with state, federal, local 

agencies & Tribes
8. Broad public participation





Measuring Effectiveness

Guidance & Consistency

SGCN Taxonomic Reconciliation

Including Plants & Invertebrates

Virtual SWAPS/Dashboards

National & Regional Coordination

Evolution of 
STATE 
WILDLIFE 
ACTION 
PLANS



Landscape 
Conservation & 

SWAPs

Landscape Conservation Design

Nature’s Network Landscape Design for the Northeast



Relevancy THROUGH SWAPs

• Changing Wildlife Value Orientations
• SWAP Required Element #8
• Fish & Wildlife Relevancy Roadmap
• One Health Framework



Federal Funding 
Legislation

Senator Martin 
Heinrich (D-NM)

Congressman Bruce 
Westerman (R-AR)

Congressman Bruce 
Westerman (R-AR)



America the 
Beautiful 
Challenge
• Public (multiagency) & Private Grant 

Program

• $400M for state/tribal ecosystem  
restoration

• Supports AtB report recommendation 
to expand conservation efforts 
targeted at SGCN



How to Help
1. This is ‘your’ SWAP, for your state-make 

it the best it can be

2. Promote use of your SWAP by partners

3. Use the Conservation Opportunity Area 
Tool

4. Advocate for funding to implement your 
SWAP
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