PENNSYLVANIA GAME COMMISSION

Lisa Williams, Chief
Wildlife Recovery Division




PENNSYLVANIA GAME COMMISSION

1966 — Endangered Species
Preservation Act

** precursor to Endangered Species Act

1966 — Little Lisa is born

Coincidence??
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Passion without Planning is Chaos

1970s

Endangered Species Act - 1973
Species Lists but no Plans



Purpose

1980s

The Plan??

Count everything!! (bats)

Find stuff!! (least shrew, woodrats)
Build stuff!! (eagle platforms)

Hack Birds!! (eagles, peregrines, osprey)

The program didn’t have a Plan, but it did
have Vision
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EIFIE

TEAMING WITH WILDLIFE

Partners

Pennsylvania Teaming with Wildlife Supporters

Allegheny Plateau Audubon

Allegheny Society of American Foresters
Allegheny Valley Land Trust

Alliance for YWetlands Mercer County

American Entornological Society (Mational)
Arnerican Fisheries Society-Pennsylvania Chapter
Appalachian Audubon Society

Armnstrong County Consendancy

Audubon Pennsyhania

10. Audubon Society of Western Pennsyhania

11. B. Dalon Bookssller #4328

12. Beawver County Consenvation District

13. Berks County Conservation District

14. Beta Bgia Bets-Mational Biological Honor Society
13. Blacklick Creek Watershed Associstion

16. Bowman's Hill Wildfloweer Presarve Assn.

17. Bucks County Audubon Society

18. Bucks County Conservation District

15, Bushkill Strearm Conservancy

2. Capital Area Greenbelt Association

2. Ceniral Pennsyhania Conserancy

Centre Co. Federation of Sportsmen

Centre Co. YWomen's Resource Center

Chester Ridley Crumn YWatershed Association
Citizens Alert Regarding Emvironment (C.AR.E.)
Clean Air Coungil

Clower Leaf Mill & the Mill Store

Codorus Monitoring Metwork Inc.
Canorngheagys Audubon Society
Cangdnpuinst Creek Watershed Association
Conservancy of Montgormery County, The
Cavanshannask Creek Watershed Association
Crawford County Consereation Club
Cumberand County Junior Consenvation School
Cumberand Valley Sportsmen’s Consenvationisis
Diauphin County Consenvation District

Czlaware Riverkeepar

Diick’s Sparts Center

E. Hanower Township Epyir, Advisory Council
Edward L. Rose Conservancy

Elk County Fed. of Sportsmen’'s Clubs
Environmental Action Committes

Ewangelical Emvironmmental Metwark, The {Natienal)
Franch Creek Recreational Trails, Inc.

Friznds of Brigthush, Mature Canter

Friends of Sier Lake Mature Center

Friznds of the Saucany, Marsh
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Greater Wyorning Valley Audubon Society
Greane County Conservation District

H. Roclwell & Son

Halbitat for YWildlife

Harris TWP Fish & Game Associstion
Harrisburg Area Canoe Club

Hawik Migration Assn of Morth America (Mational)
Hawik Mountain Sanctuary Association

Honsy Hollow Environmental Education
Harpigk s Sporting Gaoads, Inc.

Huntingdon County Conservation District
|zaak Walton League-Franklin County Chapter
lzaak Walon League-Greene County Chapter
lzaak Walon League-Finchaot Chapter
Jefferson Conservation District

Jefferson County Conservation District

Jerry's Sport Shop

John Heinz MWF at Tinicum

Junista VWalley Avdubon Saciety

KB, Inc.

Lackawanna River Cormidor Association

Lake Yyzllzrpaupah Watershed Association
Lancaster Co. Consenation District
Lancaster County Consendancy

Laurel Highlands Schwsinn

Lehigh Gorge Outdoor Club

Litle Professor Book Genter

Lower Marion Consenvancy

Luzerme County Fed. of Sportsmen’s Clubs
Lycoming Audubon Society

Lycoming County Consenation District
IWarton Wildlifz Sanctuary & Wildermess Trust
Iadig Hill Watershed Association

Middletown Towmnship Land Conservancy
Monros Co. Recrestion & Park Commission
Maoraine Presenation Fund

Maosquito Creek Sportsmen's Association

M. Carmnbria Co. Community Developmant Corp.
Mational Awiary in Pittsburg

Mational Wild Turkey Fed-Pennsylvania Chapter
ME Pennsylvania Audubon Society

ME Wildlife Administrators Association

Med Smmith Center For Mature & Art
Ieshimminy Watershed Association

Mewiton Bicycle & Fitness

Mortheast Federation of Sportsmen’s

Marthern All=gheny Consenvation Association

EIFIES

TEAMING WITH WILDLIFE

1994-2000

Pennsylvania Teaming with Wildlife Supporters
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Morthurnberland County Consenvation District
Open Land Consendancy
Baunanussing YWatershed Association
Penn Dutch Pacers Vaolksmarch Club
Penn Fishing Tackle Mfg. Company
Penn State Allentown Dutdoor Club
Penn State Prass
Penn-Cutch Spartsmen's Club, Ine.
Pennz Woods Girl Scout Council
Pennsylvania Association of Conservation District
Pennsylvania Desr Association, Inc.
Pennsylvania Environmental Council
Pennsylvania Falconry & Hawk Trust
Pennsylvania Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs
Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission
Pennzylvanis Gams Commission
Pennsylvania Land Trust Association
Pennsylvania Trawel Council
Pennzylvania Urban & Community Forestry Council
Pennsylvania Wildlife Federation

Ecological Restoration Trust
Pike County Consenvation District
Pine Creek Headwaters Protection Group
Pine Creek Valley Watershed Association
Pittsburg Zoo
Pocono Environmental Education Center
Brmederidill Mature Resene
Presgque Isle Avdubon Society
Purina Millz, Inc. (Regional Office)
Purple Martin Consenvation Association (Mational)
Cllidapahilla Avdubon Society
R.E.S.CUE.
Rachel Carson Homestead Association
Rails-to-Trails Consenvancy of Pennsylvania
Rails-to-Trails of Cantral Pennsyhania
Rhozds Mills, Inc.
Fioaring Run Watershed Association
Fiowing Mature Center, The
Ruffed Grouse Socisty (Mational)
5. Lancaster Co. Farmers Sportsmen'’s Assn.
Schuylkill Center for Epyir, Education, The
Schuylkill Consenvation District
Schuylkill County Environmental Education
Schuylkill Towmship Equir. Advisory Council
Seneca Rocks Audubon Socisty
Siemma Club-Allegheny Group
Siemma Club-Lake Erie Group
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Sierra Club-Lancaster Group

Sierra Club-Mashannon Group

Sierra Club-ME Group-Pennsylvania Chapter
Slate Fun Sportsman Association
Sormerset Consenvation District

South Mountain Avdubon Society
Southern Alleghenies Consendancy
STAND

State College Bird Club

Susauahanna Smalimouth Alliance
Susguehanna River Watch Inc.
Susguehannock Trail Club

Swobods’s Books

Tannersville Cranberry Presere

The Avizn Promise

The Wildlife Society-Pennsylvania Chapter
Theedore Roosevelt Consenvation Partnership-Cambria
County Chapter

Toby Creek Watershed Association
Tobyhanna Creek, Tunkhannock Cresk Watershed Assn.
Todd Bird Club

Trowt Unlimited-Cumberland VWalley

Trout Unlimited-Forbes Trail Chapter
Trout Unlimited-Mountain Laurel Chapter
Trowt Unlimited-Mountain Streams Chapter
Trout Unlimited-0il Creek Chapter

Trout Unlimited-Pennsylvania Council
Trowt Unlimited-Befkpmen. Valley Chapter
Trout Unlimited-3enecs Chapter

Union County Consenvation District

Upper Allegheny Preservation Assn.

Wifest Chester Fish, Game & Wildlifz
Yiestern Pennsylvania Conservancy
Yiestmoreland Consernvation District

Wild Bird Center-Willow Grove

Wild Bird Crossing-Sauthhampian
Wildlands Conservancy

Wiiildlife Information Center

Willllistewm Environrmental Advisory Council
Wissahickon Restoration Wolunteers
¥Yiyncote Avdubon Society

‘fork College Biology Club

Zoological Society of Philzdelphia



Pivot — 2000

State Wildlife Grants

Planning - Federal Funding
w/a Planning Requirement
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a natural investment




Wildlife Action Plan - 2005

Planning yes
... but the
focus was on
Product:

8.5 stacked

18.5 Ibs




Proactive / Prevention

“Endangered Species Prevention”

“Keep Common Species Common”

New Program Pivot:

* Ecological Function
* Regional Responsibility

PENNSYLVANIA GAME COMMISSION



Proactive Planning
2007-2014

Piping Plover

-- Habitat suitability assessment
-- Priority management ID’d

-- Veg management begins

{Figure 34, photo by Ephraim Zimmerman)

If we build it, will they come?

Game Commission, Western Pennsylvania
Conservancy, DCNR Presque Isle State
Park, Audubon

| Figure 36, photo by Sarah Sargeni)



Panic— 2006 - 2010

Recovery is not a
straight line.

Program Pivots are
required. Resiliency!

**2009 PGC led the Eastern state
response; 24 hour effort on Fed funding
proposal. $1 M

** PGC Greg Turner now a national leader
in WNS response, research & mitigation



Pennsylvania Wildlite Action Plan - 2015

Process
prioritized!!

PENNSVLVANTA
Public Input WILDLIFE ACTION PLAN
prioritized!! 2015-2025

Species of Greatest Conservation Need

Combined FINAL FINAL
Common Name Scientific Name Global and State SCORE C:E;t; Category | Category
Ranks
Great Egret Ardea alba G552
Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax G552
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron Nyctanassa violacea G551
Osprey Pandion haliogetus G553
Bald Eagle -B Haliaeetus leucocephalus G553
Bald Eagle - W Haligeetus leucocephalus G555W
MNorthern Harrier Circus cyaneus G552




2012 Partner Forum led to:

Welcome to the Pennsylvania Wildlife Action Plan

Conservation Opportunity Area Tool!

*Updates™

Planning Tools
prioritized!!

Under
development —
Implementation
Tracker!




Proactive Planning Pays
Offll 2017

Partners built it, and they
came!

Game Commission, Erie Bird Observatory, Western Pennsylvania Conservancy, DCNR Presque Isle State Park, USFWS,
USFWS PA Field Office, USDA Wildlife Services

Teamwork makes the Dream Work



Pilot Efforts: Scary — must be brave enough to

Climate Manipulation — Cooling Caves to Reduce WNS Impact - Turner

2012 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
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Pilot Efforts: Scary — must be brave enough to fail
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